James Baldwin:

Transatlantic Commuter
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Program
June 5-7, 2014

Salles des colloques n°2 +
Salles n°001 & 002

Site Saint-Charles, Rue du Pr. Henri Serre
Université Paul-Valéry, Montpellier, France
(arrét « Place Albert 1¢r » lignes tram 1 & 4)



Thursday, June 5th

8:30-9:00 Registration (Courtyard)

9:00-9:15 Opening Remarks

D. Quentin Miller (Suffolk University) & Claudine Raynaud
(Université Paul-Valéry)

9:15-10:15 A : Lesser Known Works
(Salle n°001)

Chair: Veronica Watson (Indiana University of Pennsylvania)

Dennis Tyler (Fordham University). "Brother to Brother: Black
Queer Intimacy and Incest in Tell Me How Long the Train's Been
Gone"

Rich Blint (Columbia University). "My Principal Witness’: James
Baldwin, Beauford Delaney, and the ‘Unusual Door’”

10:30-11:45 B : Public and Private Baldwin
(Salle n°001)

Chair: Angelita Reyes (Arizona State University)

Daniel Malachuk (Western lllinois University). “James Baldwin’s
Privacy”

Douglas Field (Manchester University). “James Baldwin and the
F.B.l.”

Ernest Gibson (Rhodes College). “’The Flaming Torpor of
Passivity’: Intimacy, Distance, and the Perversion of Salvation in
Another Country”

10:30-11:45 C: The James Baldwin Digital Annotation Project
(Salle n°002)

Chair: Keith Mitchell (University of Massachusetts Lowell)

Nicholas Baham, Dennis Chester, and Monique Manopoulos
(California State University, East Bay). Panel presentation: “The
James Baldwin Digital Annotation Project”



*12:00-1:00 Lunch*

1:00-2:00 Keynote Speaker
(Salle des colloques n°2)
David Leeming (University of Connecticut, Emeritus)

2:15-3:45 D: Transatlanticism
(Salle n°001)
Chair: Dessie Sanders (Dillard University)

Maurice Wallace (Duke University). “James Baldwin,
Transatlantic Commuter”

David Jones (University of Manchester). ““The past can now
be put to the Uses of Power’: Black (Transnationalism and
the Reframing of American History in The Fire Next Time”

Leah Mirakhor (College of Wooster). “Baldwin’s
Transnational Intimacies: Arabness, Blackness, and the Figure
of Terror”

2:15-3:45 E: Other Countries
(Salle n°002)
Chair: Yuri Stulov (University of Minsk)

Jenny James (Pacific Lutheran University). “London Calling:
Dislocated Kinship and Transatlantic Connection in Just Above
My Head”

Anna Rapp (University of Munster). “Challenged by Ever-
Changing Politics: Reading and Publishing James Baldwin
in the G.D.R.”

Jarrett Brown (Howard University). "Elsewhere Men: James
Baldwin's and Claude McKay's Other Countries"




4:00-5:00 Plenary Panel: Friends of Baldwin
(Salle des colloques n°2)

Moderator: Claudine Raynaud

Cecil Brown (University of California, Berkeley) and Jacqueline
Jones Compaore (Francis Marion University)

6:00 Film Presentation
(Salle des colloques n°2)
Introduction: D. Quentin Miller

Lynn Orilla Scott (Michigan State University, emerita) and
Kenneth Winfield, son of Orilla Miller: A film interview with
Orilla “Bill” Miller, Baldwin’s First Mentor

Friday, June 6th

8:45-9:00 Registration (Courtyard)
9:00-10:30 F: Mapping
(Salle n°001)
Chair: William Lawlor (University of Wisconsin Stevens Point)

Jean-Paul Rocchi (Université Paris-Est). “Spatiotextual
Relocations, or the Reinvention of the Self in James Baldwin’s
Work”

Paola Boi (University of Sardinia). “In Another Place:
Confusion and Accomplishment in Baldwin’s Epistemologies of
Displacement”

o

Emma Cleary, (Staffordshire University).
Baldwin’s Intimate Cartographies”

Here Be Dragons’:



9:00-10:30 G: James Baldwin and Other Writers
(Salle n°002)

Chair: Dorothy Wang (Williams College)

Jay Garcia (New York University). “James Baldwin, Lionel
Trilling, and American Studies”

Bill Schwarz (Queen Mary University). “James Baldwin and
Chinua Achebe: A Shared Darkness”

Alan Rice (University of Central Lancashire). “Transatlantic
Riffing: James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, Jackie Kay and the
Development of a Jazz Aesthetic”

10:30-11:45 H: Music
(Salle n°001)
Chair: Craig Allen (George Washington University)

Ed Pavlic (University of Georgia). “Jimmy Baldwin and Brother
Ray Charles at Carnegie Hall? ‘The Hallelujah Chorus’ Revisited”

Jezy Gray (University of North Texas). “’A Dark Boy, Singing’:
Black Masculine Performance in ‘This Morning, This Evening, So
Soon””

Aaron Oforlea (Washington State University). “Empathizing
Through Music: James Baldwin, Negritude, and Pan Africanism”

10:30-11:45 |: Revisiting Familiar Works
(Salle n°002)
Chair: Ashraf Rushdy (Wesleyan University)

Pekka Kilpeldinen (University of Eastern Finland). “Jazz Club as
a Space of Resistance in ‘Sonny’s Blues’ and Just Above My
Head”

Rashad Shabazz (University of Vermont). “Black Radicalism and
the Erotic: Remapping the Boundaries of Blackness in Another
Country”

Gabrielle Royal (New York University). “Imagining Home and
Queering Borders: Transatlantic Baldwin and the Contemporary
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*12:00-1:00 Lunch*

1:00-2:00 Keynote Speaker
(Salle des colloques n°2)

Magdalena Zaborowska (University of Michigan).
“The House Is Not a Home: Engendering James Baldwin's Last
Decade"

2:00-3:20 J: New Approaches
(Salle n°001)

Chair: Koritha Mitchell (Ohio State University)

Brian Norman (Loyola University Maryland). “Posthumous
Baldwin and the Cassandra Effect.”

Nigel De Juan Hatton (University of California, Merced).
“’Blood-Red Thunder All Around You, a Blinding Light Flases’:
Narrative Medicine, Baldwin Discourse, and the Problem of
Black-on-Black Homicide”

John Keene (Rutgers University, Newark). “The Queer Time of
Baldwin’s Last Days”

3:45-4:45 K: Baldwin in France
(Salle n°001)

Chair: Alice Craven (American University in Paris)

Rashida Braggs (Williams College). “Listening to ‘Sonny’s
Blues’ in Paris”

Monica Miller (Lehigh University) and Christopher Driscoll
(Rice University). “’Ni**as in Paris’?: Diasporic Travels and
the Omnipresenee of American Racism”

5:30 Film Presentation
(Salle des colloques n°2)

Introduction: D. Quentin Miller
Karen Thorsen's film The Price of the Ticket

*Optional Dinner at La Brasserie du Théatre: 8:00*
22, Boulevard Victor Hugo 34000 Montpellier
(off the Place de la Comédie)



Saturday June 7th

9:00-10:00 L: Further Travels
(Salle n°001)

Chair: William Dow (Université de Paris-Est, Marne la Vallée)

Robert Perry (Bowling Green University) and Ravi Perry
(Mississippi  State University). “James Baldwin at Bowling
Green State University: Self-Expatriation, Sexual Dissidence,
and ldentity Politics”

Calvin Baker (New York) and Anne Koenen (University of
Leipzig). “Beyond Borders: Baldwin and the Trans-Atlantic
Imagination (or: Baldwin and the Legacy of Cosmopolitanism)”

10:15-11:15 Plenary Panel
(Salle des colloques n°2)

Steven Tracy (University of Massachusetts): “Interrogating the
Blues”

11:15-12:30 Conference Conclusion/
Launch of James Baldwin Review
(Salle des colloques n°2)

Douglas Field, Justin Joyce, and Dwight McBride
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